Senate Judiciary ale: 
Equal Rights: Amendmen 


HE Senate Ju Committee met on Monday, 

April 12th, to consider the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, and voted twelve to four to report Senate Joint 
Resolution 25 with amendments. 


When the meeting opened, the Committee had before 
it the majority report of the sub-Judiciary Committee 
signed by Senators Kilgore and McFarland who, on 
April 5th had recommended the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment in the following form: 


“Men and women shall have equal rights through- 
out the United States and every place subject 
to its jurisdiction. : 


“This Amendment shall not require uniformity 
of legislation among the several states, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the Territories and pos- 
sessions of the United States. 


“Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.“ 


Senator Danaher immediately moved to substitute 
the minority report which had been presented by Sen- 
ator Austin. It read: is 


“Men and women shall have equal rights under 
the law within the United States and within 
each state, territory and possession of the United 
States, and within the District of Columbia. 


“This Amendment shall not require uniformity of 
legislation among the several states, the District 
of Columbia, the territories, and the possessions 
of the United States. 


“Except as herein provided, no law of the United 
States, or of any state, territory or possession 
thereof, or of the District of Columbia, shall 
have validity if it denies such equality of rights 
under the law on account of sex. 


“Any such law in force on the date of the ratifi- 
cation of this article shall have validity during 
the time following such ratification and until 
legislation to. enforce this article has been en- 


acted by the Congress or by the appropriate 


The Senate 


ee Votes To Report The 


— — — — — —— — 


orably With Amendments 


Legislature which commences after the date of 
the ratification of this Act. 
“Fhe Congress and the several states shall have 


concurrent een to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.“ 


Senator O' Mahoney then proposed the amendment 


which he had offered last year as a substitute for the 
minority report. It read: 


No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall discriminate between the rights of men 
and women, and no law making such discrimi- 
nation shall be enacted by the Congress.“ 


Senator Danaher accepted this substitute and it was 
so voted. The vote on Senator O’Mahoney’s substi- 
tute was: For the substitute, Senators McCarren (D) 


of Nevada, O’Mahoney (D) of Wyoming, Chandler (D) 


of Kentucky, Murdock (D) of Utah, Austin (R) of 
Vermont, Danaher (R) of Connecticut, Wiley (R) of 
Wisconsin, Ferguson (R) of Michigan, Wherry (R) 
of Nebraska, Van Nuys (D) of Indi 


(D) of West Virginia, McFarland (D) of Arizona, 


Langer (R) of North Dakota. 


The vote was then taken on the Amendment as 
amended by Senator O' Mahoney and stood as follows: 


For the Amendment as amended, Senators Hatch (D) 


of New Mexico, O’Mahoney (D) of Wyoming, Chandler 
(D) of Kentucky, Kilgore (D) of West Virginia, Mc- 
Farland (D) of Arizona, Wheeler (D) of Montana, 
Austin (R) of Vermont, Wiley (R) of Wisconsin, 
Langer (R) of Nosth Dakota, Ferguson (R) of Michi- 
gan, Wherry (R) of Nebraska, Van Nuys (D) of In- 
diana; against the Amendment as amended, Senators 
McCarren (D) of Nevada, Connally (D) of Texas, 
Murdock (D) of Utah, Danaher (R) of Connecticut. 

The Amendment as now voted by the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee reads: 

“That the following article is proposed as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which shall be valid to all intents and 

(Continued on Page 44) 


against the 
substitute, Senators Connally (D) of Texas, Kilgore 


THE FORM OF THE AMENDMENT 


The Senate Judiciary Committee is considering the question of the exact form in which to report the Equal Rights Amendment 
(Senate Joint Resolution No. 25) to the Senate. The Judiciary Committee has requested Senator O'Mahoney (Wyoming) and 
Senator Kilgore (West Virginia) to draft a report for presentation to the Senate recommending the passage of the Amend- 
ment but also recommending a different wording of the Amendment. The National Woman’s Party has protested to the Judiciary 
Committee against any chonge in wording which might be construed to give less than full equality of rights. 
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National Council from its mem following the 

Occupational — 28 present are: Government Workers, 


‘Thomas Jefferson 


“I am not an advocate for frequent changes in laws and 
constitutions. But laws and institutions must go hand in hand 
with the progress of the human mind, as that becomes 
developed, more enlightened, as new discoveries are 

truths discovered and opinions change. With the change of 
circumstances, institutions must advance also to keep pace with 
the times. We might as well require a man to wear still the 
coat which fitted him when a boy, as civilized society to remain 

ever under the regime of their barbarous ancestors.” 


(This inscription is carved u the entablature of the Jeffer- 
son Memorial, dedicated A 18, 1948. We feel sure, 22 
Thomas Jefferson alive, he would agree with us that the “coat” 
women wear today is outworn.—EDITOR. ) 


BQUAL RIGHTS 


constitutional guarantee, there is no limit to the 


History Repeats Itself 
By HELENA HILL WEED | 


_ (Eprror’s Nore: Mrs. Weed was elected Chairman o 
Research at last meeting of National Council.) 


er ts Amendment is 
now just the same as that of the S — 
The question then was not one of principle but was one of 


method, by which that principle could be made effective in 


With the exception of a le few who, at heart, do not 
really believe in American p ples of democratic government, 
women today are united in the desire to end discriminations 
and 
to see industry humanized and industrial opportunity equali 
for all the workers, The only real differences amongst us relate 
to the method of achieving our common 


owing the ples 
prevailed upon the State- 


came in 1920, ending forever the fight for political freedom. 

To the amazement of women, weary the long struggle 
or women, as it was for men, when they were 
citizens and voters under the Constitution. Great numbers of 
men and women do not yet realize that fact—although court 
decisions have amply proved it—so they fail to see the necessity 
for another constitutional amendment. 

They seem to feel that all that is necessary to secure abolition 
of discriminations and injustices is to bring them to the atten- 
tion of the State — and thus 


abolish injustices and discriminations, and no bar to the estab- 
lishment of new ones. 

They fail to realize that what a State has granted, as a boon 
and not as a right, may be withdrawn at any time, although 
women have experienced that very set-back in many States. 

It is therefore most important that those who insist on the 
amendment method know clearly the reason for their demand, 
and that 1 spread that knowledge among those who do not 
un e prineiples of constitutional government involved 
in the two methods. 

When we win the Equal Rights 
— ＋ citizenship and equality of rights become a basic 
— of government, which States must recognize in | 

ting on matters subject to the authority of the States, It 
will then become obligatory on each state to revise its laws to 
conform to this principle. This * now applies to men 
only, as the result of court d t women are, and will 
the subjects of unbridled State authority unless and 

until they are brought specifically under the guarantees of the 
Constitution. 

How far may the States in for women under 
this unlimited authority, pered by constitutional limita- 
tions such as apply to men? The answer is to be found in numer- 
ous court decisions, but the following citation sums up the case: 

“No law can be pronounced invalid for the reason 
simply that it violates our notions of justice, is * 
sive and unfair in its operation, or because, the 

not j ublie , or pro- 
mote the public are. 

“We if it violates no constitutional provision, 
it is valid and must be obeyed.” (Italics ours.) 

Am. Rep. 323, 1878.) 

(Berthoff v. OReilly, 74 New York, 509, 514, 516, 30 

As long as the inalienable 


with all other citizens before the law is not recognized the 
courts, as a basic principle 


the principle of 


indignities that legislatures may impose on us, as women. Nor 
— ere any compulsion on them to abolish those now in the 
es. 

The truth is that while we fight a global war, and call on all 
women to aid in the struggle to free all the nations of the world 
from dictatorship by an irresponsible State, and to give indi- 
vidual liberty under equal laws to the Hotten Zulus, and 
all other a § Papen peoples, we maintaining a form of 
government in our own country. 


(Continued on Page 43) 
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12 * porary slowing down of the inevitable march to victory for 
Business Manager to work was to fight for suffrage te by State. They were 
———.....—ß——.——ꝛ ̃ ů(O— faint-hearted about the possibility of securing political liberty 
by constitutional amendment. 
stout-hearted women, 
sctioniata. to” return the ancient so eventually 
8 united front for the Federal Amendment was created.. Victory 
——„V% 
OBJECT 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution. 
THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
„Art. 2—Oongress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.’’ 
Present Status “specific bills for specific ills. 
State-actionists, that unless the equality principle is embedded 
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Strong Sentiment In The Senate 
For Equal Rights Amendment 


Favorable Comments on vote of 12 to 4 in 
Senate Judiciary Committee, April 12, 1943, 
by Sentators who sponsored the introduc- 
tion of the Amendment, January 21, 1943: 


HON. GBORGE I. RADCLIFFE ... 
Senator from Maryland 
Washington, D. C., April 16, 1943. 

J heartily congratulate those who are working to 
raise the status of women throughout the country upon 
their signal victory in the Senate Judiciary Committee 
this week. The vote was three to one for a favorable 
report. This shows a really astonishing progress, 

“Although I have long been strongly for the Equal 
Rights Amendment I had not expected that it would be 
approved by the Senate any time soon. Now I have 
changed my mind and am convinced that it will pass 
without much further delay. There is no question in 
my mind as to the exceptionally strong sentiment in 
the Senate today in favor of this measure.” 


X * 


HON. ARTHUR CAPPER .. . 
Senator from Kansas | 


Washington, D. C., April 17, 1943. 


“T am greatly pleased by the three to one vote of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee in favor of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The action of the Committee has 
my heartiest approval. I have been actively interested 
in this measure for years—ever since it was first intro- 
duced in 1923 by Senator Curtis of Kansas, later our 
Vice President. I believe the country is overwhelm- 


ingly for the Amendment.” 5 


x* X * 


HON. DENNIS CHAVEZ . . 
Senator from New Mexico 
Washington, D. C., April 19, 1948. 

Today when American women are taking their place 
alongside of American men in the factory and in uni- 
form in our common battle it is only right for women 
to have the same privileges and the same rights as 
men—that’s what democracy means, This is why I am 
for the Equal Rights Amendment. 


X * 


HON, ELMER D. THOMAS .. . 
Senator from Oklahoma 
Washington, D. C., April 24, 1943. 


I am honored to be one of the Sponsors of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. This period of the world 
war is one in which women are contributing greatly 
to our country and I am of the opinion that there 
should be an immediate guarantee of their fundamental 
rights in our Constitution. At this moment when we 
are sacrificing so much for equal rights for foreign 
peoples, we should not deny equal rights to half of our 
Own people. I expect to cast my vote as a member of 
the United States Senate for the Amendment. That 
it will pass, by a large majority, I have no doubt. 


Endorsement By Other Well-Known 
Leaders Of Thought 


* 


Famous Actress, Endorses Equal Rights Amendment 

Currently playing in New York in the role of free- 
dom-loving Harriet Beecher Stowe, in the play 
“Harriet,” Helen Hayes is entirely in character when 
she says of the measure which will free women from 
legal discriminations: 

“Women of America are magnificently sharing equal 
responsibilities with men. They should also share 
equal rights before the law. It seems to me that now, 
more than ever, it is imperative for Congress to pass 
the Equal Rights Amendment. Women, in order to 


give greater service in this crucial period must be 


freed from legal restrictions that now handicap them.” 
xk * * 


IRVING FISHER ... 


Political Economist and Author Endorses the Equal 
Rights Amendment 

It seems to me that the same reasons which justified 
giving the franchise to women apply to other rights. 

One of these reasons is that women are not fully 
represented by men. The life of a man is largely 
centered on preServing property and earning a living. 
The life of a woman is largely centered on preserving 
life and caring for children. War costs both property 
and life. But the latter cost is the greater and this 
fact is more appreciated by women than by men. If 
world peace ever comes, it will be largely due to the 
love of the lives of the family in the hearts of wives 
and mothers. Whatever adds to the perogatives of 
women promotes world peace. 


* 
BROOKLYN WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Resolution Unanimously Passed 
At Their Annual Meeting, Tuesday, April 6, 1948 
“Resolved, That we endorse the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the Constitution, to wit, ‘Men and women shall 


have equal rights throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction’; and it is 
further 


“Resolved, That we favor its th the 
Congress at this time.” 
Mothers’ Day, May 9, 1943 


Mothers’ Day is a particularly fitting occasion on 
which to state again my interest in the Woman’s 
Equality Amendment that is now before Congress. 


I am pleased to be a co-Sponsor of this Amendment. 


I am working for it and supporting it. I feel that this 
is the best way in which to express my appreciation 
of the the mothers of this country are taking in 
national affairs. We can best honor the mothers of 
this country by giving them complete equality with 
pod of the country. This is my firm and earnest 
con on. 


Statement by Hon. Ed. V. Robertson, Senator from Wyoming. 


“Equal application of law is fundamental. Females 
have equal rights with males.”—-THOMAS JEFFERSON. 


(We wish this sentiment by the author of the Decla- 
ration of Independence might also have found a place 
in the stately monument just dedicated to his memory 
in the Nation’s Capital.—EDIToRr. ) | 
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Jury Duty 


When women ask for equal rights, they are some- 


times reminded of equal duties; but when they invoke 
that stern daughter of the voice of God they are told 
that some duties are burdens from which they should 
be protected. 

When women’s conception of duty involves sitting on 
a jury, the State of Maryland and the State of Florida 
say, NO,“ but the State of Nebraska says, “YES,” 
and the State of North Carolina discovers that women 
have been eligible for jury duty there since 1919. 

Twenty-eight States now give women this right or 
duty, and twenty exclude them. The State of Maryland 
is a particularly obdurate case. Nowhere has a more 
persistent effort been put forth to secure 1 service 
to women. This year the Jury Bill passed the House by 
a vote of 82-22, but was defeated in the Senate by only 
one vote. Incredible as it sounds, the women of Mary- 
land are denied jury service because when the Senate 


vote tied 14-14, Senator Dize strolled into the Senate 


chamber and voted “no,” thus giving the opposition a 
majority of one. It is gratifying to know that the four 
2 members of the House worked actively for the 

Such a defeat is really a victory. The Maryland 
Branch of the N. W. P. and Mrs. Alma Harrison Am- 
brose, its Chairman, are to be congratulated on the 
vigor of the campaign. The untiring support they have 
given this measure has broken down the resistance of 
the reactionary opposition until the victorious end is 
in sight when women will be freed in this one particu- 
lar, in this one State, from the constant necessity of 
struggling against so serious an inequality. 

Such a struggle in Maryland, or anywhere else, will 
be unnecessary when the Equal Rights Amendment is 
adopted. The women of Maryland and of the nineteen 
other backward states will be included in the panels 
from which jurors are drawn when that Amendment 
is part of the Constitution. If the women of those 
twenty states would pool all their efforts for the 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, they could 
gain for all women in all respects the rights they are 
seeking for themselves in this one respect. | 

The states where women cannot serve on juries are: 
Alabama, Arizona, Colorado* Florida, Georgia, Idaho, 
Maryland, Massachusetts}, Mississippi, Missouri, New 
Hampshire, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West 
Virginia and Wyoming. 


*The Colorado Legislature has passed a constitutional amend- 
ment granting women jury service and this amendment will be 
submitted to the voters at the next election. 

+The jury bill is now before the Massachusetts Legislature 
and actively supported by six women representatives. 


Sentiment Growing For The Amendment | 


The following statement was made by Dr. Lena 
Madesin Phillips, in a letter to Mrs. W. H. Hansen, 
Kentucky Branch Chairman, N. W. P., April 28, 1943: 


“T have just returned from a trip in the middlewest 
and wish all our leaders for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment could know the growing sentiment among all 
kinds of people for it. It seems to me that as never 
before men and women are realizing the importance of 
this great step forward. While it is true that we still 
have a hard fight ahead of us, I think we can under- 
it with greater courage and promise than ever 

ore.“ 


Formation Of Women’s Joint Legislative 
Committee For Equal Rights 
MAY FRANK RHOADS, Press Chairman 


For the first time, concerted action is planned by the 
national women’s organizations supporting the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The formation of a Women’s Joint 
Legislative Committee for Equal Rights has been an- 
nounced by Alice Paul, Chairman of the National 
Woman’s Party. Miss Katherine Norris has been ap- 
pointed by the National Woman’s Party to act as con- 
vener of the newly formed Committee. 


When the Equal Rights Amendment was first intro- 
duced in Congress in 1923 the National Woman’s Party 
was the only woman’s group supporting it. The move- 
ment has grown until 17 national organizations of 
women, with millions of members, are now working to 
have the principle of equality before the law ea 
part of our Constitution. 

Seventeen national women’s groups have formally 
endorsed the Amendment: The American of 
Civil Service Women, American Federation of Sorop- 
timist Clubs, American Medical Women’s Association, 
American Society of Women Accountants, American 
Women’s Society of Certified Public Accountants, As- 
sociation of American Women Dentists, Ladies of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, Ball Washington 
Association of America, National Association of Col- 
ored Women, National iation of Women Lawyers, 
National Council of Women Chiropractors, National 
Federation of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, National Woman’s Party, Osteopathic Women’s 
National Association, Pilot International, Alpha Iota 
Sorority, Women’s National Relief Corps, Auxiliary to 


the Grand Army of the Republic. 


The National Council of Women, with five million 
members, gives this statement concerning its stand on 
equal rights: 

“The National Council of Women of the United 
States, Inc., an association of organizations with a com- 
bined membership of about five million, following the 
policy of the International Council which its 
mem organizations to continue their work for the 
equality of rights between men and women in all fields,’ 
has recommended the Equal Rights Amendment to its 
member organizations for study and action.” . 


In addition to national organizations, several hun- 
dred state and local groups have gone on record in 
favor of the Amendment. Among those are the Hot 
Springs branch of the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, the Arizona State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, the District of Columbia Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, the Michigan State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, the Maine State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, the Central Labor Union of Pittsburgh, and the 


Laundry Workers’ International Union Loca] 141, A. 


F. L., also of Pitts h. 


The Women's Joint Legislative Committee for Equal 
Rights plans to hold meetings every two weeks, with 4 
different national group each time taking the responsi- 
bility for the program. The National Women’s Party, 
ee Norris presiding, conducted the organization 
meeting, 


Speaking of the necessity for united action by women 
on the work of getting the Amendment through Con- 
gress at the earliest possible date, Miss Norris, con- 
vener of the newly formed Committee, said: 


“It seems important in these times that the 
United States should reaffirm its faith in democracy by 


removing the legal and the economic disabilities of 
women so that they may function at their fullest capaci- 
ty in the critical years ahead.” 
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Married Women In Florida 


Florida holds the enviable position of sending a dele- 


gation to the Congress pledged, with the exception of 


one senator, to the advancement of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Perhaps an examination of the laws of 
that State has emphasized in the minds of those states- 
men the urgent need of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
But the conditions now facing the women of Florida 
face the women of every state in the Union to a similar 
or to @ less degree, No state grants complete equality 
under the law to men and women. 

A bill “Relating to the Rights of Married Women” 
has been introduced in the legislature now sitting in 
Florida. It reads: 


SecTion 1. Every married woman is hereby empowered to 
take charge of, and manage and control, her 2 p 1 
to contract and to be contracted with, to sue an be sued, and 

sell, convey, transfer, mortgage, use, and pl her property, 
real mak deliver ents 


income and earnings, and may enter 
perform, and enforce, contracts or 
extent and in like manner as if she were unmarried; provided, 
however, that no — — or instrument 
or encumbering pro owned by a married woman 
be valid without the Stine of her husband. 


SECTION 2. Every married woman may enter into agreements 
and contracts with her husband,, may the partner of 
her husband or others, may give a power of attorney to her 
husband, and may execute powers conferred upon her by her 
husband, including the power to execute and 1 
to property owned by her or by herself and her h as 
tenants by the entirety or by her husband. 


Section 8. This Act shall not be construed as (a) relie 
a husband from any 4 and maintaining 
wife and children; (b) a ing estates by the entireties or 
any of the ineidents thereof; (e) abolishing dower or 0 of 
the incidents thereof; (d) ing the rights of either hus- 
band or wife to partici te in the distribution of the estate of 
the other upon his or her death, as may now or hereafter be 
provided by law, or (e) dispensing with the joinder of husband 


Welcome, Mrs. Kitchelt 


April 1, 1943. 
To THE SECRETARY, N. W. P. 
Dear Friend: 


As one who in the past has disbelieved in the Equal 
Rights Amendment, and spoken against it, I now wish 
to retract and join the National Woman’s Party, to 
add that much to the movement for the Amendment. 

No special argument, but just life in general has 
convinced me. The vote, for which I worked, and 
marched in one of Alice Paul’s parades in Washington, 
gave us an immense lift, but it was not enough. For a 
long time I have been growingly conscious that “no 
amount of special benefit to women is good enough to 
offset the basic damage done to human equality” by 
continuing to accept for women a second place in our 
Social structure. 

I want to work toward a society in which character 
wins, The accident of sex is now too often the determ- 
ining factor. 

And finally I am convinced it will be good for women 
to protect their own social and economic rights, rather 
than to be protected. It may stimulate them to a better 
use of their vote and to political activity.. 

Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) FLORENCE L. Cross KITCHELT. 
(Mrs. RicHarp KITCHELT) 
New Haven, Conn. 


— 


and wife in 
changing or modifying the statutes Werding the Free Halen 


SECTION 4. All la of la 
: *, ws or parts ws in conflict herewith are 


SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 


This bill was prepared by the Florida State Bar 
Association. It has the active support of the Florida 
Branch of the N. W. P. and its indomitable Chairman, 
Ethel Ernest Murrell, in addition to some three hun- 
dred other groups. 

Under the Florida law, single women are adult citi- 
zens, itted to control their own persons and prop- 
erty. The proposed bill would give married women the 
same advantages as single women and thus remove 
conditions which now legally penalize marriage. 

For six years, earnest, hard effort has been directed 
toward the passage of this bill. This year, the chances 
for its passage are said to be good. 

But six years to get this modicum of justice! What 
incredible waste in time, in strength, in effort, in pati- 
ence, in money! And for all these six years and in- 
numerable other years, women have been forced to live 
under laws unjust and antiquated. 

advo- 


Adopt the Equal Rights Amendment, so ably 
y all but one of the Florida delegation to the 


cated 
Congress, and such a law would be enacted over night 
in order to bring Florida jurisprudence in line with 
the principles laid down in the Federal Constitution. 
And what the Amendment would do for Florida it 
would do for every state in this Union. There is no 
time to lose. While justice lags, the victims of injustice 
are multiplied. | 


POWER OF ATTORNEY IN FLORIDA. 


Indefatigable Florida! On May Ist, a bill passed the 
Florida House—it had previously passed the Senate— — 
granting the married woman the right to enter into 
agreements and contracts with her husband, to become 
the partner of her husband or others, to give a power 
of attorney to her yg wa and execute powers con- 
ferred upon her by her h d, including the power 
to execute and acknowledge deeds to property owned 
by her or by herself and her husband as tenants by the 
entirety or by her husband, The bill validates all 
powers of attorney hitherto drawn up. 

Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, author and sponsor of 
this bill, whose long, hard work laid the groundwork 
for its success, writes, “It will become a law in about 
ten days.” 

On May Ist, the Miami Daily News commented edi- 


torially as follows: 


bill 50 to 5 to give married women the 


“This is an important victory in the fight for equality 
of women before the lag. 

“But important as this gain is, it represents only one 
sector of the attack which the women of Florida, backed 
by the State Bar Association, the State Realty Board 
and others for the most part masculine business and pro- 

0 

“The big, all inclusive, women’s emancipation bill re- 
mains to passed. If the legislature is living in the 
20th century, it will enact this bill, and quickly. The 
common law, as in force in Florida today ... is an 
insult to half of the state’s citizens as well as a serious 
encumbrance on 


NEWS FLASH! 


business.” 


On May 5th the Florida Senate passed the 
right to m e their 
own Lag angen Baan first amended it to give husbands right 
to sue for ony. The amendment also would give a husband 


Leourtesy rights” corresponding to a widow’s dower rights, in 


property left by his wife. 
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the — or consent of her husband, in all respects as fully 4 
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Women Pledge To Do Their Part 
‘Under The New Constitution In 
Jamaica British West Indies 


A large representative audience of women attended the b 
* meeting sponsored by the Jamaica Woman's Club whi 
place on the lawn of the Club House, 51 Half Way Tree 
Road, y afternoon at 5 o’clock, and unanimously passed 
a Resolution to be sent to His Excellency the Governor, voicing 
the women’s thanks and appreciation for the wider privileges 
now granted them through the new Constitution. 

Inspiring and constructive speeches by prominent women in 
the 1 Councillor Mary Morris Knibb, Mrs. Meredith, 
Miss Marvin, Mrs. Paul Blanshard, and Miss Edith Clark, which 
dealt with women’s responsibility, and awareness of the wider 


itical status now afforded them, were ey of the meet- 
— which was voted a thorough success all les. Mrs. 


Lyon, t of the Woman's Club, p 


The Resolution 


e by Miss Minnie Fo second 
Mistress of Wolmer's High School for Girls, seconded by Miss 
Marjorie Stewart, Secretary of the Y. W. C. A., as follows: 


“WHEREAS the Secretary of State for the Colonies has now 
1 of the introduction of universal adult suffrage for 
amaica; 
“AND WHEREAS His the Governor has 8 
affirmed that women will be entitled to sit in the House 
Assembly and of the Legislative Council which bodies will be 
created under the pro new constitution; 

“AND WHEREAS this great measure of constitutional re- 
form will open to the women of this country the fullest possible 
scope for public service on a footing of absolute equality with 


Best wishes for a successful meeting were sent from Lady 
Richards, wife of His Excellency the Governor, Mrs. Hardie, 
Mrs. Michael deCordova, M. B. E., Mrs. Bri er Ord, Miss 
Rita Gunter, Miss Gladys Morrison, and Mrs. Ken Hart. 


Chairman’s Remarks 


meeting 
note of pleasure those present that afternoon. Continuing she 


| og e are here to evidence our appreciation of and interest 


—(From The Daily Gleaner, March 17, 1943.) 


“A woman has the same human nature as man 
the same human rights to life, liberty and the pu 
of happiness, the same human duties and they are in- 
enable in a woman as in a man.“ | 
—THEODORE PARKER 
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Rising Tide For Equal Rights 
Breaks On University Women 


From Hot Springs, Ark., comes the news, through 
Aurelle Burnside, who is making a flying visit to Wash- 
ington, that the Hot Springs Branch of the American 
Association of University Women at a recent meeting, 
expressed a preference for the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment as a means of achieving equality between men 


and women. 


At the April meeting of the District of Columbia 
Branch, a minority report of the Committee on the 
Legal and Economic Status of Women was defeated 
by only five votes. This report did not ask for endorse- 
ment of the Equal Rights Amendment, but only that 
the National Association be requested to withdraw 
opposition pending a re-examination of the issue in 
the light of new conditions, such as the affect on the 
Amendment of the Fair Labor Standards Act, as sus- 
tained by the Supreme Court in the Darby Lumber 
Decision. The report pointed out that such an attitude 
of suspended judgment pending investigation was the 
usual one for university women to adopt, and went on 
to state that the Equal Rights Amendment might be 
the only way to gain for women that equality of oppor- 
tunity with men, which is one of the aims of the 
A. A. U. W. 

It was the opinion of the minority members that 

position to the ual Rights Amendment might 

the A. A. U. W. in the position of making the 
same mistake which was made in 1919, when the Asso- 
ciation failed to support the woman suffrage amend- 

The report touched on the question of States Rights 
and considered that the Amendment does not encroach 
on the sovereign power of any State, because each State 
would continue to pass any law it chooses, subject only 


to the limitation which the Constitution has always 


exercised, namely that all law must conform to the 
principles therein established. 

The Minority members of the Committee on the Legal 
and Economic Status of Women suggested that the 
Equal Rights Amendment be reconsidered as a solution 
of the problem of women after the last war when they 
failed to retain the better jobs won during the war 


and to obtain equal salaries and wages with men. 


They declared that the Amendment would enable 
women to secure positions of responsibility and trust 
now which would give them an opportunity to influence 
both domestic and international policies in the future. 
They believe that, only by the Amendment, will women 
be p from a repetition of the reactionary wave 
of legislation, country-wide, which aimed at barring 


| 1 from paid employment, during the last depres- 


Girl Will Be Stock Exchange Clerk 
New York, April 27 (AP) —A tradition will be bro- 
ken tomorrow when 18-year-old Helen Hanzelin begins 
work as a telephone clerk on the floor of the New York 


Stock Exchange, the first woman to invade that hith- 
erto masculine domain. 


Miss Hanzelin, who has worked in the Wall Street fin- 


ancial district as an order clerk, will become a telephone 
clerk for her firm, calling in prices to that concern’s 
office and passing along buy and sell instructions to 
the representatives on the trading floor. | 
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BE IT RESOLVED that this 1 on record its deep a 
sense of appreciation for the tribute thus paid to the woman- f 
hood of Jamaica by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, by Bm 
His Excellency the Governor and by all those responsible for 78 
this historic event; 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we pledge our- the 
Which has been placed in us and to work for the success of the 
new constitution and the island welfare. e 
tre 
90 
| wo 
sh 
pr 
| roposed new Constitution, without the struggle that women 
have had in England for 96 years, she said. 
i “This is of vital importance to us and YE 1 Came will pr 
' the civil privileges as suggested by Hon. E. E. A. Cam will an 
| in the administration of our civil life, such as being jurors in [aa an 
courts, solicitors, marriage officers and justices of the peace. Wl 
These rights were obtained after 87 years of struggle in Eng- ste 
land n lots to be thankful for.“ sa 
With the granting of universal adult suffrage in Jamaica and h 
its obvious gers, Mrs. Lyon pointed out it was their duty 
as educated thinking women to exercise these political rights 
and to lend a helping hand to the less fortunate sisters, and ers 
lead them to have a better knowledge and understanding of 
what these privileges mean to them, so that they, too, can exer- ro 
1 eise these rights wisely. Pe 
f 8 said that women have done many helpful Spe 
have thus so gained useful knowledge of the needs of our the 
a omen abroad responsible positions, working 
men and hove been found Women ta 
ö likewise and should meet and think on a common 8 regard 
5 less of class, creed or color for the betterment of conditions in on 
— — ͤ ⅛ — 
| 
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Doughnut Technique Speeds 
Output Of Plane Engine Parts 


By the Associated Press 


DETROIT, April 9—Home-made doughnuts seem a 
far cry from powerful airplane engines, but Mrs. Ber- 
nice Palmer, war-worker at the Packard Motor Co., 
found a connection. 

Remembering how her mother baked doughnuts, she 
figured out a way to save countless man-hours in the 
manufacture of spacers—small rubber rings used in 
Rolls Royce airplane engines. Formerly the rings were 
piled in boxes while they were still hot. Many of them 
stuck together and a good share had to be scrapped. 

remembered one day that at home we put hot 
doughnuts in flour so they wouldn’t stick. I used pumice 
powder on the spacers instead of flour,” Mrs. Palmer 
explained. “Now we don’t scrap any.” 

Looking little more than half her 32 years, with 
glossy brown hair and large brown eyes, Mrs. Palmer, 
in seven months at Packard, has made nine produc- 
tion suggestions. Each has increased production sub- 
stantially—more than 100 per cent on some operations. 


Had No Mechanical Training 


With no previous mechanical experience—she worked 
formerly in restaurants and had run a small confec- 
tionery store—Mrs. Palmer applied for a job at Pack- 
ard last September. A week later she was put in charge 
of training other women. Now she has an average of 
78 new students every 10 days. | 

It puzzled her “that some men work in shops all 
their lives and never see the completed product. ‘ 5 
I was 2 a month, myself, before I saw a Rolls-Royce 
engine!” 

Mrs. Palmer got the idea of having an engine in her 
training room, and started out to get one. Her quest 
took her finally to the company president. 

It's to be made of scrap,” she hastened to say. “We 
wouldn’t use a engine, Ours won’t run, but it 
—— what they're doing.” The president ap- 
pro 


Speeds Polishing Work 


Most of Mrs. Palmer’s ideas have been heartily ap- 
proved by the company. One operation that was slow 
and particularly hard on the hands called for holding 
an oil ring in one hand while smoothing off rough edges 
with a file. She fashioned a device that holds the ring 
steady a few inches above the table; it has not only 
saved many a worker from rough and cut hands, it also 
has increased production more than 100 per cent. 

Another time-saving idea concerned the rubber spac- 
ers mentioned before. It took a long time to smooth a 
rough edge off the rings. “I figured this out,” Mrs. 
Palmer said, walking over to a work table where three 
spacers had been placed on a revolving cylinder. Pick- 
ing up a file, she held it against the rings, turned on 
the machine, and presto, all were smooth. 

We've turned out more in 18 weeks this way than 
one man did all of last year,” she said. 


Married women make better workers than single 


ones, Mrs. Palmer believes, because “they seem to know 


what they’re working for.” 


©The date of the expiration of your subscription is on your wrapper. 


Are you paid up? 
Please address all ions and checks to Dora G. Ogle, EQUAL 


subscriptions 
RIGHTS, 144 B St., N. E., Washington, D. C. 


‘Catherine R. Dobbs, 


Treasurer's Appeal And Report 


By LAURA M. BERRIEN 


In response to our appeal in the March issue and in 
other ways, the following members of the N. W. P. 
have joined the Maintenance Committee. They are: 

Miss Mathilde Bahar, Washington, D. C.; Baltimore 
B N. W. P.; Mrs. Edwin Behrend, Washington, 
D. C.; Estelle Bjerg, Flagstaff, Ariz.; Mrs. Edna 


S8. Capewell, Yonkers, N. V.; Miss Lucy P. Case, Seat- 
tle, Wash.; Mrs. Brenda Clark, Arlington, Va.; Mrs. 


Ernest Hum Daniel, Washington, D. C.; Mrs. 
Barberton, Ohio; Mrs. Victor 
DuLac, Washington, D. C.; Mrs. Dorothy Shipley 
Granger, Baltimore, Md.; Mrs. Karl Greene, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Mrs. Ernest William Howard, Jr., Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Miss Sheldon Jackson, Washington, 
D. C.; Mrs. Leo W. Kaseh Washington, D. C.; 
Mrs. William Kent, Kentfield, Calif; Mrs. Helen G. 
McAllister, Kansas City, Mo.; Dr. Miriam 

Washington, D. C.; Miss Olive Pryor, Scarsdale, N. Y.; 
Mrs. E. B. Scheele, Washington, D. C.; Miss Margue- 
rite Smith, Boston, Mass.; Miss Marjorie Varner, 
Miami, Fla.; Dr. Mary Wilhelmine Williams, Palo Alto, 
2 Mrs. Caroline Lexow Babock, Washington, 


Many of our readers and members do not yet know 


that the Maintenance Committee has been set up, or 
understand its object. As its name implies, the object 
is to maintain at white heat the Campaign for the 
Immediate Adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
Fast as this campaign is developing, we expect it to 
develop faster. Successful as it has been, we look for 
greater successes. Membership on the Committee is 
open to anyone who sends in her name and pledges a 
sum, no matter how large, or small, to be paid each 
month for one year. The 24 members which now con- 
stitute this Committee contribute $80.50 per month. 
Our goal is $500.00 per month. 

The Maintenance Committee is the very heart and 
core of the campaign. It furnishes the means by which 
you, Reader, receive EQUAL RIGHTS; by which you, 
State Chairman, are informed of progress in Washing- 
ton; by which you, Chairman or Member of a National 
Standing Committee, receive the material with which 
you function; by which you, Member or Sympathizer, 
are advised of the “next steps” to be taken; by which 
you, Officer of an Organization which endorses the 
Amendment, are consulted in regard to policy. 

When you receive EQUAL RIGHTS, or Literature, or 
reports, or bulletins, or press releases; when you re- 
ceive a letter, or a telegram, or a telephone call, the 
Maintenance Committee is back of it, and working 
hard to raise the money which pays for it. The Main- 
tenance Committee is planning and contriving so that 
our work may be doubled and quadrupled, so that it 
may spread as far as is necessary to give the women 
of this nation a position in this Democracy equal to 
that of men. 

Whoever you are reading this, if you have joined 
and not yet paid your April and May pledges, PLEASE 
SEND THEM DAY. If you have not yet joined, 
please send in your name and monthly pledge with the 
first payment TODAY. | 


TIME PRESSES, WORK PRESSES. ACT TODAY. 


History Repeats Itself 
| (Continued from Page 38) 
We have liberty for men while we leave women the absolute 
of State authority. 
tegral part of the army that is fighting for liberty. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Oer 


By ALMA LUTZ | 


Confusion Regarding The Status Of Women 
3 Comptroller General of the United States ruled 
recently that a woman is not a person. This oc- 
curred when women. physicians and surgeons asked for 
appointments as officers in the Army under the law 
which states that “during the present emergency tem- 
pears appointments as officers in the Army of the 
nited States may be made. . from among qualified 
persons.” To make it possible for women to serve 
— nace thy badly needed, a bill was passed au- 
thorizing mmissioning of licensed women physi- 
cians and surgeons during the war and six months 
after in the Army and Naval Reserve. : 
This is a temporary bit of justice, but six ae 
after the war women physicians and surgeons 
again lapse into the non-person class to which all other 
women in the United States are still relegated. ; 
The press has seen the injustice and absurdity of 
situation and has commented upon it editorially. 
New York Times has said, “Though it hardly goes far 
enough, the new bill does something to remove an in- 
2 that long ago outlived any justification.” The 
ew York Herald-Tribune commented as follows, “One 
might have supposed, for example, that the Nineteen 
Amendment. . had established, if common sense had 
not; that American women are persons under Ameri- 
can law. But the here and now House Military Affairs 
Sub- committee . . hesitates to say right out that they 
are.“ And the Boston Herald adds this pertinent ad- 
vice, “If an act of Congress is necessary to establish 
the legal authenticity of women, our legislators should 
gallantly modernize the term.” ; 
All of this shows how very confusing to women and 
to the nation and how very detrimental to both is the 
present legal status of women. It has focused attention 
on the need for an Equal Rights Amendment to the 
Constitution which will establish women as steph 


citizens, as persons before the law. 

The relics of medievalism in State laws are a ble 
on democratic government and inflict grave injustices 
upon women. A married woman moving from one State 
to another may find her right to contract or engage in 
business affected. She may even find that she has lost 
the right to her earnings or the guardianship of her 
children. 

Last month in a Florida paper a notice was published 
of a Court hearing to determine whether a license 
should be granted to a certain woman “to manage, take 
charge of and control her property and become a free 
dealer in every respect.” In Florida married women 
cannot control or manage their separate property with- 
out the permission of the Court. Under the law it is 
controlled by their husbands whether they are com- 
— or not. A married woman moving from New 
York. to Florida and taking up her residence there, 

would find herself in a serious predicament—unab 
to control or manage her own property. Moving from 
New York to Florida she becomes a legal infant. 

A few years ago two Maryland judges ruled that 
before the law, in spite of the Woman Suffrage Amend- 
ment, the wife is the husband’s human chattel and tha 
he may sue for damages for the loss of her servi 
just as he may sue for damages to his automobile. 

In 1931, the Supreme Court of Massachusetts de- 
cided that women were ineligible as jurors in spite of 


a statute which reads, “A person qualified to vote for 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


Amendment Advances In Senate 
(Continued from Page 37) 


purposes as part of the Constitution if ratified 
within nine years by the legislatures of three. 
fourths of the several States: 


“ARTICLE— 


“No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall discriminate between the rights of m 
and women, and no law making such discrimi- 
nation shall be enacted by the Congress. 


“Congress and the several States shall have power, 
within their respective jurisdictions, to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation. 


“This amendment shall take effect five years after 
the date of ratification.” . 


Senators O’Mahoney and Kilgore were appointed to 
write the report, but, as we go to press, no report has 
been made to the Senate. „ 

It will be recalled that Senator Guy M. Gillette (D) 
of Iowa with 23 co-sponsors, introduced the Equal 
Rights Amendment in the Senate on January 21st. It 
received the number S. J. Res. 25 and was referred to 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. Senator Van Nuys, 
the chairman, referred it to a sub-Judiciary commit- 
tee, consisting of Senators Kilgore, McFarland and 
Austin. This committee voted to report the amendment 
favorably on February 17th but the report waa not 
made until April 5th. (See April issue, Page 29.) 


Florence Bayard Hilles Library 
Manx ELIZABETH DOWNEY, Librarian 
One of the educationally constructive things done in 


the Library is the series of lectures and book reviews 


being given on Sunday afternoons at 5:00 O clock pre- 
ceded by tea. 


These programs are under the auspices of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Branch of the National Woman's 


Party assisted by the Library. 


Lists of lecture subjects and books reviewed will be 
nt - any members of Branches who may be in- 


: Calendar and Program 

June Pathfinders in the Professions and Industries 
r example, Education, Law, Medicine, Theology, 
usiness, Industries. 


representatives of the General Court shall be liable to 
serve as a juror.” The Court stated, “It is unthinkable 
that those who first framed and selected the words for 
the statute ... had any design that it should ever in- 


clude women within its scope. It is equally inconceiv- 


able that those who from time to time had re-enacted 
that statute had any such design.” From this decision 
it is clear that women in Massachusetts are not persons 
before the law. 
These are but a few examples of the injustices which 
are occurring daily throughout the United States be 
cause of a laissez-faire policy regarding the status of 
women. There is but one remedy for such backward- 
ness, carelessness, and injustice, and that is an Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Federal Constitution, estab- 
lishing for women equal rights with men before the 
law. To those who argue that the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment will cause confusion, the answer is clear. There 


can be no confusion greater than the present confusion 


regarding the status of women. 
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